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cheryl’s working 
with many people to 
build her new home 


Cheryl Buck 


Another wall goes up m=z 


Habitat for Humanity volunteers are bulding new homes for Cheryl 
and Dave Buck’ family and the Abenojar family in very short order. 


Above Elizabeth Jakeway and Tom Mar work on the foundation. Street -side portr ai ts 


os = Our Voice friends Kim Lazaruk and Steve Gavin posed briefly and became great art 
Eagles soar E More poetry Eat LEERE on sidewalk hoardings in downtown Edmonton. Steve was working security for 


The Works Festival and is depicted holding up a pair of handcuffs (on the right). 


P YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 60¢ PER COPY OF OUR VOICE * PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


One-Stop 
Earth and Environmental 


Consulting Services Worldwide 


Environmental Site Assessments 
Contaminant Assessments 
Public Participation 
Hydrogeology 

Asbestos 

Socio-economical Assessments 
Analytical Chemistry 
Environmental Chemistry 
Materials Engineering 


AGRA 


Earth & Environmental 


CALGARY EDMONTON 
Phone: 248-4331 Phone: 436-2152 
Fax: 248-2188 Fax: 435-8425 
221 -18 St. S:E.; 4810-93 Street, 
Calgary, AB T2E 6J5 Edmonton, AB T6E 5M4 


* Environmental Impact Assessments 
Environmental Audit 
Soil & Groundwater Remediation 
Waste Management 
Occupational Health & Safety 
Indoor Air 
Air Quality Assessments 
Geotechnical Engineering 
* Soils & Materials Testing 


RESTORE YOUR PAINT 
DON’T REPAINT YOUR CAR!! 


No more ugly dabbing, brushing or expensive repaints 
¥ Paint Chip Repairs ev Polishing 
Vv Scratches Y Windshield Chips 
Y Glazing 
_FREE ESTIMATES — 
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SPRING INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 


$25.00 off interior shampooing 
with any paint repair over $250.00 


OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31 
May not be used with any other offers. 


8814 - 51 Ave 
T6E 5E8 


465-3814 


ELEMONATORS 


Will Check Your Vehicle On Site! 


BEFORE YOU BUY? 


Basic - 49.9 


$s 95 
ELEMONATOR - *89. 
* We Also Provide 
Insurance Inspections 


Performed by a Licenced Mechanic 
From a Fully Equipped Mobile Unit. 


7 Days a Week « 9am to 8pm 


Phone e 448- i313 


SERVING EDMONTON 


Nleight-0l-hand disappears, reappears 


It’s all been going horribly wrong for magicians. 
On the Isle of Wight, corpulent conjurer Dave 
Lee’s vanishing act backfired when he got 
wedged in his magic box. “Perhaps he should 
magic away his beer belly, “ commented one 
onlooker. Still more embarrassing were events in 
Brazil, where Doctor Fantabulus’ woman-cutting 
act was spoilt by drunken midgets. As usual, Dr 
Fantabulus had placed his assistant in a box 
with her hands and feet protruding from spe- 
cially made holes, and proceeded to cut her in 
two whilst the feet and hands continued to wig- 


Touchy cabbies drive up a storm 


Taxi drivers have been getting very angry. In 


Japan, cabbie Kendo Susaki, 41, shot a passenger 


for burping in the back of his car. “It smelt of 
egg,” he said by way of explanation. In Rome, 
meanwhile, Vito Medugno drove amok after 
customer Lorenzo Pappupo asked him to make a 
left turn. “All I said was, “It’s quicker if you turn 
left here!’,” recalled Mr Pappupo. “He was quiet 
for a moment and then said “Are you calling me 
‘a wanker” T said No, Tjust want vou to turn 


left’, which is when he lost « 


“T'll give you a short cut, mate - right up yours!’ 


ntroi. ocreamins 


gle. What the audience didn’t see however, was 
the limbs actually belonged to two midgets con- 
cealed in secret compartments. Unfortunately, 
the latter had got drunk prior to the show and, 
to their boss’s horror, began to ad-lib mid-dissec- 
tion. “One of the hands disappeared,” recalled 
the shocked sorcerer, “and came out holding a 
pair of knickers. Then the feet disappeared anda gyp 
penis popped out, which is when the booing 

started.” Woman-cutting has now been axed VOICE 
from the show and replaced with an invisible JUNE | 
tap dancer. + 


Mr Medugno slammed his foot on the accelera- 
tor and shot through a red light. He then 
screeched into a maze of narrow side streets 
through which he sped at 70 mph before crash- 
ing into the window of a knitting shop. This 
failed to stop him, however, for he continued 
right through the shop and out the back door, 
eventually coming to a halt in a large ornamen- 
tal fountain. “I thought that in the circum- 
stances a tip was inappropriate,” opined a shell- 


cKed Mr Pappupo. + 


Veterans mortally shaken by award 


Not a good week for war veterans. In Cardiff, 
101-year-old ex-soldier Wilf Gray was mistaken 
for a one-year-old baby at his local hospital. “He 
was so shrivelled,” said one nurse. “Like a little 
prune.” Even more tragic were events in France, 
where a number of old soldiers died of joy after 
being awarded the Legion of Honour to mark 
the 77th anniversary of the ending of World 
War One. First to go, by all accounts, was 96- 
year-old Rene Martoq, who, on hearing of the 
award, became so excited that he ran in front of 


a bus. There followed a spate of deaths, includ- 
ing one man who fell from a ladder whilst look- 
ing for his old uniform in the attic, and another 
who blew himself up whilst re-enacting the 
Battle of the Somme. Most tragic of all was the 
fate of Alain Cesar, 98, who committed suicide 
after becoming exasperated with the official 
forms he had to fill out. “We wanted it to be a 
nice surprise,” said one official. “But it appears 
to have been the kiss of death.” + 


What else could riends he or? 


eeescesoeeoeneee 828% 


Friends have been doing some very aniis 
things to each other of late. In Cambridge, one 
man knocked his best buddy unconscious and 
then bit off his ears in a dispute over money. 
This was positively amicable, however, com- 
pared to the behaviour of Spanish amigos 
Manuel Belen and Juan Cocha, both 24. Trouble 
started when Mr Belen leapt out at his friend 
from behind a door and shouted “Boo!” causing 
him to faint. Mr Cocha retaliated by kidnapping 
Mr Belen’s teddy bear, Samson, and amputating 


ee¢¢%¢e¢ 


its legs, f oa which point Fihi began to spiral 
out of control. Mr Belen smeared glue on 

Mr Cocha’s lavatory seat, to which the latter 
responded by stealing his tormentor’s car which 
in turn provoked Mr Belen to burn down his 
friend’s house. Things climaxed when Mr Cocha 
tried to blow up Mr Belen’s entire family, where- 
upon Mr Belen cut his friend in half with a 
chain saw and put him in the dustbin. 
“Friendship is about give and take,” he later 
commented from his prison cell. + 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England’s street-sold magazine. 
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VENDOR > Profile 


B Y Cc W A 


There’s much more to Our Voice vendors than people can 


T S oO N 


imagine. Don Gallant is a good example of the unexpected. 


He’s an experienced cook, an avid reader, a man with 


some family, a writer, a loyal son and a teller of jokes. 


Ist Street and 6th Avenue S.W., Calgary, he’s 

probably off preparing grub for hungry crews for 
a season. He’s had 30 years experience, including 
executive chef for a Vancouver golf club, chef for Via 
Rail, and 18 years of camp cooking. He has his 


i f you miss Don on his regular Petro-Can corner at 


resume 
aldo , tels altho b he d preie De 
packat a summer camp, Ne save. 

He learned on the job for seven years then took a 
one-year course in Saint John, New Brunswick, for a 
certificate. “I sailed through it,” he says. He received 
cheques from the Canadian Restaurant Association 
and Burns Meat for the highest marks. 

Don’s move from New Brunswick in 1969 “wasn’t 
funny at the time,” he says, “but it’s kind of funny 
now.” The car broke down near Toronto. He managed 
to send his wife and the younger children, ages six 
and two, on to Vancouver via the train. Then, taking 
the hand of his seven year-old son, he began walking 
along the highway westbound. Together they hitch- 
hiked the 3,200 miles to the coast. “I wouldn’t do it 
today!” he says, “I was a lot gamer back then!” 

Don lives at the Booth Centre because, he says, it 
wasn’t worth keeping an apartment when he is look- 
ing for work out of town. 

Don likes to read mysteries and thrillers by 
Stephen King, David Soul, Ellery Queen and Agatha 


The people who bring 
you OUR VOICE 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors OUR VOICE is 
a job that helps them to be inde- 
pendent and self-employed. Each 


issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you OUR VOICE. + 


Christie. Sometimes he has a 
couple on the go at a time. He 
also likes to go five and 10-pin 
bowling. “I used to do a lot of 
writing,” he says. “I can write 
on just about anything. I start 
ed.two.books buttineyes 
got lost in the moves.” 
Here’s Don’s take on selling 
this newspaper: 


VENDOR'S VIEW 


BY DON GALLANT 


They come in fours, or threes or twos, 
In runners, oxfords, high-heeled shoes, 
Nationalities galore, converge upon 
the city core. 

Folks from every known vocation, 
Head toward their set location. 


Some smile and nod, some stop to chat, 
Discuss the weather, this and that. 
Some in a hurry, that’s OK, 

A friendly look can make my day. 


VOICE 


Authorized 
Vendor 


Some may think they’re unaware, 

Just passing by, they know you're there. 
So let’s be grateful, not be small, 

A word of thanks to each and all. 


“If I won, say $2-million, then my kids would 
have a hell of a good time. Because I’d probably have 
a heart attack if I did. That’s how much I think of my 
chances! Just take out the money for my funeral and 
enjoy the rest. I’m 56 already so I don’t need that 
much. I’d have a nice apartment. Open my own little 
restaurant to give me enough to do to keep me going. 
I'd make sure my mother had bingo money for the 
rest of her life. She’s in her 80s but she still takes the 
city bus and goes to bingo. Whenever I have a bit of 
extra money I slip some into her bank account so she 
can go to bingo.” 


Those jokes? Stop by and chat with Don. + 


Vendor Name 


Number 
Authorized by 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
e | will be sober at all times while working 
e | will be polite to all members of the public 
e | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


All OUR VOICE vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


Ar ICO Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 5Y 1 


process control specialists 


GLOBAL VILLAGE GIFTS 


220 Crowchild Trail N.W. 270-0631 
Calgary, Alberta 


Exotic handmade crafts from Third World artisans. 


* Primitive Drums & Masks 
* Exciting Jewelry 

* Shesham Boxes 

* Ceramic Elephants 


* Soapstone 
* Beeswax Candles 
* Toys & Games 


Richard & Patricia Hicks 
of Victoria, BC 
are proud to support 
the efforts of 
everyone involved with 
Our Voice newspaper. 


Maybe I can help. 


Chris ort MP 


S; ASKAT OON 
505 - 23rd Street East 
Saskatoon 

S7K 4K7 

(306) 975-6555 


U of A Dentistry 
is booking appointments for: 


Teeth Cleaning 492-4458 
Dentures 492-5182 
Children (Ages 5-15) 492-5182 


Canadian Native 
Friendship Centre 
11205 - 101 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta T5G 2A4 
Phone 478-1999 * Fax 479-0043 


Val Kaufman 
Assistant Executive Director 


HOW MUCH MONEY IS ENOUGH... 
Regardless of one’s business experience, educa- 
tion, social standing, sex race, religion — even 

regardless of past successes or failures — if one is 


willing to learn what it takes and then take action, 
your dreams will come true. 
if you dream... 
you owe it to yourself to take a look! 
Owning your own successful home based 
business can be a reality. 


$280/WK 


$280/WK 


(403) 471-3160 
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veryone who has been the unfortunate 
guest of Alberta’s Correctional System in 
the past 3-4 decades will likely remember 
the late Solomon Dumont. | will certainly never 
forget him as long as I live. He was known by 
guard and inmate alike as the one and only 


“Kaput”. He z a 
HAPUT. 


was the 2 for 1 
guy who was mence, 
/ T= e © thirty 
AN days in hi; $ 


located in the 

New Dorm, a BU 
large drafty cell E 
that held 
ae 


inmates behind the Old Fort. He was also the 
seasoned veteran of Northlands Track during the 
summer months. Kaput had an uncanny ability 
to smell victory in the paddocks. 

As the first snowflakes flew in November 
Solomon would inevitably manage to get him- 
self sentenced to 6 months in stir. Rumour has it 
he would throw a brick through a window in 
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( of your cotton- ) 
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Solomon Dumon 


City Cells 
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front of a couple of beat cops and then wait for 
his ride to City Cells where dinner was waiting. 
Kaput; over and done with, toast, tout fini, 
the end, his endcertainly justified his means. 
He knew more about inmate nature than most 
university educated people will ever learn. 
Although he wasn’t much to look at, Kaput was 
a sight for 
sore eyes 
when you 
were transfer- 
ring in from 
another joint 
and didn’t 


have any 
smokes. He n 


And 6 month3\ 
r thot lost) 
remark! 


Was Ue Suy 
who would give you one of anything and you 
owed him two. Quite simple really. 

The Old Fort was full of characters like 
Kaput, none as note-worthy nor as inspiring. 
I hope you will enjoy the antics of the late 
Solomon Dumont as illustrated in the Kaput 
comic Strip. + 
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Getting muddy to help 


the neighbourhood 


here was hardly room to swing a hammer. 

But you could sure slip or slide on the mud- 

slick brand new floor. Crowds of people in 
hard hats were swarming all over the site in the light 
drizzle. Everything was muddy. I went to put in some 
time working on the new homes for the Buck and 
Abenojar families. The duplex is being built by 
Habitat for Humanity on 92nd Street in Edmonton. 
The crew had started from a bare concrete founda- 
tion the day before and, while I was there, I saw the 
crowd of volunteers put the second floor walls up, all 
the heating ducts in, lots of the siding on, and lots 
more. I pulled most of the electrical wire for the 
kitchen outlets myself. 


Dave Buck is up on the roof nailing on shingles. 
The weather seems to make getting the roof done 
important. His brother Bill is up there with him, rap- 
ping nails through those shingles really fast. And so 
are his brother-in-law and a nephew. Dave and Cheryl 
have five kids. They are going to love this house. 

“I came out to where they were building last year,” 
says Bill Buck, Dave’s brother, at coffee break. “After 
Sitting Deside B Westey rende 7 cOn- 
tributing today as part of the 500 hours `sweat equi- 
ty’ he contributes toward the house Habitat built for 
his family last year. His mortgage? $416 a month. 


“That’s do-able,” he says. 
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Many families like Dave and Cheryl's never get to 
have their own home. But Habitat and this huge 
crew of volunteers are putting up this duplex so two 
more families will. The City contributed the land. All 
the gyproc, the paint, the electrical and much, much 
more was donated. 


Dan Isaac pushes his drill through the 2 x 4s so I 
can string the wire to the outlets. He’s obviously wired 
lots of houses before and moves fast. Experienced 
tradespeople like Dan are the core of the teams that 
build this house in less than a week. He’s happy to 
put in the time. His reward? Satisfaction. Valerie 
Kennedy is grinning and laughing as she tacks sealer 
on the outside wall. “An incredible sense of commu- 
nity” has brought Val, who normally teaches phys-ed, 
back to work on a second Habitat house. And compe- 
tency, she says, “you learn one day and the next day 
you're teaching someone else.” Everyone’s having a 
good time. It’s like a barn-raising. And we all know 
that, at the end of it, two families will have the homes 
of their dreams. 

These will be the fourteenth and fifteenth homes 

abitat Orga ation Nas a 
They aren’t going to stop here, though. The demand 
for affordable homes is as strong as ever. I had fun. 
l'll put in another day next time. 


KEITH WILEY 
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Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS) 

128 - 7th Avenue SE * Calgary + AB *T2G OHS 
Phone: 221-8790 * Fax: 221-8791 

Paper Distribution * Ed Greanya 


OURVOICE welcomes your contribution. 


Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE welcomes 
written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 
artwork. OUR VOICE cannot accept responsibility 


wr 
VOICE 


The spare change newspaper 


A poetry 
sample 


here are lots of poems submitted 

to Our Voice, and we can’t possi- 
bly publish all of them, but we try, 
every now and then, to pick out a few. 
Most of the poems this issue are more 
winners from the Songs of the Street 
poetry contest held last January. 
Thanks to Michael Walters and Faith 
Brace for helping out with the poetry. 


Linda Dumont talked about her experi- 
ence with Our Voice at an Alberta women’s 
conference. Read about it on page 9. Richard 
Horne gives us this last movie review before 
he moves off to Winnipeg. Perhaps he'll 
aai prunyell se j KAPUT cartoo: 
and story about Solomon Dumont, a well- 
known character. 


Steve Gavin has endless ideas, and brings 
us some of them in our Words from the 
Street column. Gary wrote Minder grinder. 


Diane Scott has done another great edito- 
rial illustration for page 5. Lorne Callaghan’s 
Quotation Quiz’s have been quite amusing. 
Ed Gould and Linda Dumont also con- 
tributed cartoons for the inside back page, 
and Susan Andrews, our cruciverbalist, built 
the Crossword puzzle. 


Old computers? Some of our writers are 
still looking for a used computer in working 
order and with a hard drive. Any more con- 
tributions out there? 


Apologies to Tom-Hind and Matt LaPerle 
for putting Matt’s name under Tom’s picture 
in the May 15 issue. Tom is still the writer 
with the beard. <$ 


3 © NUMBER 8 
SASKATOON: E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
LITA - 20th Street West sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Saskatoon * SK + S7M OW7 CALL THE EDITOR: 
Phone: 664-8848 » Fax: 664-8842 Phone: | -800-882-5954 
Paper Distribution * Linda Biggs Edmonton: 424-0624 


for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
OURVOICE. 


Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of OUR VOICE, the editors or publishers. <% 


Everyone is You 


| have no special lens 

To watch the morning sky 
Have no big umbrella 
Protects from clouds that cry 


Make a thousand miles 
Ne been to Paris 
‘Walk the downtown aisles 


I have no fancy clothes 
But | am always warm 

| have no furnished house 
But | have a comfy dorm. 


Have no cool hair-doo 
That's really up to date 
But | have the long length 
Employers always hate 


Haven't eaten lobster 

or hor d’oeuvres on my break 
But coffee goes down well 
With old donated cake 


No friends in high places 
To really help me out 

f got buds everywhere 
Who back without a doubt 


Keep your gold and money 
You never have to pay 
Poverty at your door 

Will never go away 


Homeless will never go 
Until you lend a hand 
People come together 
Let us all make a stand. 


De eee 


Some more 


and poets moil in the earthy realm of mere words 
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winning poems fom 


last January’s Songs of the Street poetry contest, 


and some flying birds from CENO. 


Afterthehound 


After the hound 
we ran 


screaming 

full of dread 

for the tears shed 
The sweat 

a toil, unending 
supper. 


LANCE SANDERS 


Words like mommy don’t mean nothin 


Suzy Strange 
Suzy was 16, wants to be a secretary, 
two years later she ends up in a factory 
makin’ munchies is so boring, 

she gets tired and so depressed, 

here’s a doctor who smugly tells her 
“Take these pills, and get some rest.” 


But she takes it one stage further 
parents rescue her in time; 

smile, and tell her “When you're married { 
everything will be just fine.” 3 


She recovers and gets married, A ; 
Further shuts the closet door. 2 : 
“Oh,” he says “I really love you.” d : 
She feels worse off than before $ 7 
One year later she's a mommy - 


to a bouncin’ baby boy. a r 


but for her, there is no joy. 


Tis all the same from 9 to 5 
all the voices deep inside her say 
every single day to die. 


Nineteen years of hollow cliches, 

now it’s time to end it all. 

All to death for doin’ nothin’, t, 
family drives her up the wall. 


Suzy Strange, she hung herself, 

she couldn't live a pointless life. 

“Oh” he sees the corpse in the hallway 
“Oh” he says, “My stupid wife.” 


The life and times of Suzy Strange 

ended in unnatural ways, 

with the money from insurance, 

the family went on holidays. 

Nothin’ left but rotted flowers 

on an unattended grave 

The epitaph is badly faded, 
no one reads it anyway. z 


MARK SHAFIROVITCH 


This poem, 


Untitled, 


was winner of 


the Gay and 


Lesbian 


Category in the 


Songs of the 


Streets poetry 


reading 


Our Voice 


hosted last 


January. 


Untitled 
you lie sleeping. 
the midnight glow of moonlight 
falls gently on your breast : 
as my gaze sweeps the length of your body 
it mirrors my own, 
the same and yet... a mystery 
| am beckoned to explore 
the hidden wonder of its softness 
fingers tremble 
as | reach to touch 
the curls that grace our pillow 
and move to trace the gentle curve of your lips. 
your beauty.... | am left breathless 
in the silence 
my love envelopes my soul 
with its intensity 
its completeness holds me 
in your world 
offering no escape from its grip 
a willing captive, caught in your web 
lost within the hopes and dreams of tomorrows 
my mind rehearses happily ever after 
a white picket fence 
and... 
but | cannot 
| cannot speak of my love 
the soft curves of your body 
they mirror my own you see 
and so | love 
in silence 
as you lie sleeping 


MAKKI WARSO | 


[Home & Garden} 


A DIVISION OF REVELSTOKE 
HOME CENTRES LTD 


Building Better Futures 


10450 - 42 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6J 6X4 


Telephone: (403) 437-8080 
Facsimile: (403) 435-2020 


THREADCO INC. 


6835 Glenmore Trail S.E. 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
Site #1, Box 38, R.R. 5 


Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2G6 


26 years in Alberta! 


Bus: (403) 279-7858 
Fax. (403) 279-2755 


T Wie 


SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L &T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 
Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 
PROUD TO SERVICE CLIENTELE 


Established The West's 


GE COBR Bes 
LLA E 
VÝ SHOE REPAIRS ER 


* Luggage Repairs 
e Leather Goods 
* Hockey Equipment 


*Western Boots Sales 


10152 - 82 AVE 433-7271 
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AIDS TO DAILY LIVING LTD. 


15819 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, Alberta T5P 327 
Toll-Free Alberta: 1-800-252-9368 


Bus. (403) 483-1762 
Fax (403) 489-6813 


ms. Dr. Bryun Jig ‘stead 


Suite 300 206, 596 Riverbend Square 

Park Place Professional Centre Rabbit Hill Road & Terwiliegar Drive 
2018 Sherwood Drive Edmonton, Alberta 

Sherwood Park, Alberta T6R 2E3 

TGA 5V3 Telephone: 436-5600 

Telephone: 467-1011 


L ORTHODONTIST 


“Dp: BATHTUB & TILE 


è RESURFACING 


REFINISHING 
SYSTEMS 
Sinca 19 


* Exclusive system + Complete or cho 
* Creates new fixtures * Antique tubs & lavs restored • 


Fiberglass showers and cultured marble countertops CALL FOR FREE 
repaired and restored ESTIMATE APPOINTMENT 


AMERICA's largest and most respected in-home supplier 
REAR ovat Ovnea s operaed COUNTERTOPS & CABINETS 


496-7444 FIBERGLASS & 


CULTURED MARBLE 


TRAILER RENTALS LTD. 


Tel. (403) 447-1918 
Fax. (403) 447-2515 


12815 - 163 Street N.W. 
Edmonton, Alberta T5V 1M5 


Meridian 


SPECIALTIES INC. 


6308 Davies Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6E 4M9 
Bus: (403) 468-7161 
Fax: (403) 469-2655 


VALVES + FITTINGS + PIPING PRODUCTS M 


Custom Laminating 
Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 mi. 3 mi. 5 mi. 10 mi. Film 
FOAM CORE « 40” X 60° + PLAQUE MOUNTING 


*Menus 


-Flip Charts + Signage -Blueprints Maps 
Laminating Is Our Business / Our Only Business 


Fax 462-0530 


ca 469-7890 


BY STEVE GAVIN 
t's spring and outdoor life begins again. 

On two successive weekends in May 
Edmonton’s Gazebo Park livened up a lot with 
music, games and buskers. There was some- 
thing for the young and old to enjoy. The pur- 
pose of each weekend was the same, to raise 
funds for worthy causes. The annual fundraiser 
for the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
included a wonderful flower show. > 


On Mothers’ Day, Albert’s Family Restaurants 
sponsored the annual Family Fun Run, a 
S kilometer run and a 1 kilometer walk, that 
raised money for the King Edward Childcare, 
the Firefighers Burn Treatment Centre and 
King Edward School. 


Minder grinder 


BY GARY 


leven o'clock or noon he wakes. Shakes his 
head, he does. My friend whom I trust and 
whose trust I have. = 


A ft ork I go to his so-called “office 
I meet my friend. He often asks me where to sell. 
Who to sell to? Drugs. 
Dope. That’s his way of 
life. Day after day. Month 
after month, my friend 
grinds to meet his day. 

A very intelligent man 
and not too proud, he 
very cautiously does the 
only and open-minded 
work he does. Sure people 
can say what’s right and 
wrong. And of course 
people have the right to 
live. The position he is 
in, survives in, and shares 
with his friends is not 
only life-threatening, it 
beats him severely. But he 
continues on. Drugs, 
alcohol and whatever 
happens is his way of life. 

Minding the way he 
survives does not work 
for friendship. Nor does 
he want to hurt. He talks to me like he wants 
to change. Deep down maybe the shame and 
the hurt has really arrived. In my mind I’m not 
ashamed of my friend. I do respect and love 
my friend. He does have a heart. He does have 
fear, like any other person. But my friend 
knows the right and wrong. 

If society condemns the people who know 
this way of life of alcohol and drugs, why does 
society hide behind their standard way of life of 
alcohol and drugs? In my opinion, buyers and 
dealers share the same way of life. + 


Kids enjoyed 


some great 
games during 
Mothers’ Day 
events in 


Gazebo Park. 
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BY STEVE GAVIN 
t's spring and outdoor life begins again. 

On two successive weekends in May 
Edmonton’s Gazebo Park livened up a lot with 
music, games and buskers. There was some- 
thing for the young and old to enjoy. The pur- 
pose of each weekend was the same, to raise 
funds for worthy causes. The annual fundraiser 
for the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
included a wonderful flower show. 


On Mothers’ Day, Albert’s Family Restaurants 
sponsored the annual Family Fun Run, a 
S kilometer run and a 1 kilometer walk, that 
raised money for the King Edward Childcare, 
the Firefighers Burn Treatment Centre and 
King Edward School. 


Minder grinder 


BY GARY 


leven o’clock or noon he wakes. Shakes his 
head, he does. My friend whom | trust and 
whose! trust I have. 


Al ‘ I gi to his so-called 


I meet my fiend He often asks me where to sell. 
Who to sell to? Drugs. 
Dope. That's his way of 
life. Day after day. Month 
after month, my friend 
grinds to meet his day. 
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A very intelligent man 
and not too proud, he 
very cautiously does the 
only and open-minded 
work he does. Sure people 
can say what's right and 
wrong. And of course 
people have the right to 
live. The position he is 
in, survives in, and shares 
with his friends is not 
only life-threatening, it 
beats him severely. But he 
continues on. Drugs, 
alcohol and whatever 
happens is his way of life. 

Minding the way he 
survives does not work 
for friendship. Nor does 
he want to hurt. He talks to me like he wants 
to change. Deep down maybe the shame and 
the hurt has really arrived. In my mind I’m not 
ashamed of my friend. I do respect and love 
my friend. He does have a heart. He does have 
fear, like any other person. But my friend 
knows the right and wrong. 

If society condemns the people who know 
this way of life of alcohol and drugs, why does 
society hide behind their standard way of life of 
alcohol and drugs? In my opinion, buyers and 
dealers share the same way of life. + 


Kids enjoyed 


some great 
games during 
Mothers’ Day 
events in 


Gazebo Park. 
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BETTIE HEWES 


FEMINISM 


LINDA DUMONT 


Who's a feminist? 


hat was an Our Voice vendor doing as 

one of the keynote speakers at a confer- 

ence celebrating twenty years of Alberta 
Feminism? Until I was asked to speak, I had never 
thought of myself as being a feminist, let alone a 
women’s activist. I wasn’t even that clear about the 
definition of feminism. 


I am a woman. | have seen the fallout from the 
provincial government restructuring in the inner city 
during the past three years. I have not only read the 
statistics, but have lived the reality. 

Bettie Hewes, as the second 
keynote speaker, examined the 
education, health, 
employment equity, housing, 
poverty, economy, and seniors. 

“What about bill 26?” she 
asked. This is the bill which 
places women’s shelters under 
the child welfare act. Does this 
mean that women in need of het yeree : 
shelter are to be dealt with as WETA S s 
children, Hewes asked the audi- fs f 
ence, “Where have you been? ages AR Ñ 
Why haven’t we heard from TA r } 
you? Where are our voices?” 

Janet Walter and Dr. Collette 
Oseen met in Beijing, then decid- 
ed to do in Alberta what had 
been done in China. The result 
was a gathering at the University 
of Alberta, Edmonton, May 3rd and 4th, of more than 
one hundred women from all over the province. 

The conference, Alberta Through the Eyes of 
Women, examined nine topics arising from the 
Fourth World Conference on Women in Bejing, 1995. 
These nine topics included economic restructuring, 
education, health, violence, the environment, pover- 
ty, gender inequities, human rights, and the girl child. 


“This is an example of if you want to do some- 
thing, just do it,” presenter Jan Tarnowski explained. 

After hearing from Joyce Green on the economics 
of globalization, from Heather Smith on the threats to 
medicare, and from former Edmonton mayor Jan 
Reimer on the importance of speaking out, groups of 
women worked on strategies for change. 


“We may not be able to change the world, but we 
can change whatever small part of it we are able to.” 
Tarnowski said. 


Maria Smith discussed the strategies which led to 


successful lobbying for the reinstatement of kinder- 
garten funding. This was one success story. How was 


Conference organizer Collette Oseen 
offers a toast to 20 years of feminism. 


it accomplished? By having a narrow focus, being 
very clear on what they wanted done, and sticking to 
it. They refused to accept the cuts. They wrote to 
every school in Alberta, to parent groups, to all other 
concerned parties. They targeted school boards to get 
temporary funding with the long-term goal of getting 
government funding. 

Corky Myer discussed mobilizing the community 
and used the Grey Nuns rallies of 1995 as an example. 
This group stressed the importance of informing and 
motivating people. This was achieved through effec- 
tively using the media, and dis- 


tributing hundreds of handbills 


do,” Myer said. 

Even though approximately 
15,000 people rallied, this was 
still not a clear victory. The peo- 
ple of Mill Woods were able to 
retain the hospital site however 
they no longer have the Grey 
Nuns Hospital, but now have 
the Grey Nuns Community 
Health Center. 

Marjorie Benz shared infor- 
mation from the Edmonton 
Foodbank. Her group stressed the 
need to strengthen the commu- 
nity and to get organizations to 
run workshops on strategizing. 

Sarah Potts spoke from the 
native perspective. She stressed the need for cultural 
sensitivity programs in schools, and for urban native 
women to receive support from the reserves. 

Sheryl McInnes and Maureen Irwin examined the 
question of human rights in reference to lesbian 
rights. “To be complete human beings, and thus sub- 
jects for human rights, women must have the right to 
define themselves separate from any connection to 
‘man’, ‘child’, or to the parts of their bodies.” They 
stressed the importance of speaking out, and of the 
human rights legislation. 

Other groups arrived at strategies for change in the 
areas of child labour, the right to have clean air, water 
and space, and young women and feminism. Niliema 
Kharkhanis, who spoke on young women and femi- 
nism, defined it: “Feminism is not just about individ- 
ual awareness. It is about working collectively for 
social, economic, and political change for all people.” 


I’ve never thought of myself as a feminist. But at 
this conference | realized that in doing my day-to-day 
work I’m trying to better the world and that, I see 
now, is what feminism is mainly about. + 
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MOVIE + Review 


Twister... it's 


BY RICHARD HORNE 


oooh special effects! Ooooh Steven 
Spielberg! Ooooh Jan De Bont (you 
know the guy that made Speed)! Ooooh 
more special effects! Ooooh Helen Hunt (for 
mass audience star 
recognition)! 
Ooooh Bill Paxton 
(for Indie credibili- 
ty)! And a plot that 
you can fit onto a 
matchbox cover! 
I’m talking 
Twister here; the 
latest disaster flick 
about a bunch of 
wily storm chasers 
running after a “2p 
series of ever larg- > 
er tornadoes in = 
Oklahoma. Oh yeah, there’s also a pointless 
love story between Hunt and Paxton; and the 
obligatory bad guys: rival corporate storm 
chasers in nifty black minivans who “are in it 
for the money, not the science”. -sies 
[hat’s the entire movie, embellished as much 
as humanly possible. I have to hand it to 
Hollywood - no other place can make such cot- 
ton candy fluff movies seem so palatable. I really 
enjoyed Twister, it is as good as Jurassic Park or 
Speed. It is a guilty pleasure, but sometimes you 
have to take it where you can find it. My biggest 
gripe with Twister is when they interrupt any 
one of the terrific storm scenes for the paper 
thin love story. Who cares if Bill leaves his new 
wife-to-be for Helen? Bring on the tornadoes! 


And so they do, and in steadily increasing 
power. First it’s an F2, a mere high-powered hair 
blower that can make a cow fly like a kite; then 
the F3, a little more wallop for your dollar; then 
the F4, equal to the strength of Edmonton’s own 
twister; then finally, the mighty F5, described by 
one storm chaser as “the finger of God”. Let’s be 


the effects... 


thankful that nature decided to show these 
winds of doom in order or else this movie would 
have ended after the first 20 minutes! 


I suppose some more mention of the actors 
would be appropriate, but I stress that the stars 
of this movie are definitely the tornadoes. Bill 
Paxton, 
so won- 
derfully 
slimy 
in True 
Lies is 
almost 
okay, 
but his 
constant 
z look of 
concern wears 
very thin. 
Apparently all 
you need to do 
to “know what 
a storm is 
thinking”, as 
Paxton is said to do, is dribble some dirt out of 


vour hand. Helen Hunt is even'worse?Pcon-_ y. 


stantly expected her to burst out laughing and 
ask for a re-take. Cary Elwes, as the evil Dr. 
Jonas, is so blandly bad that I found his mini- 
van more intimidating. The rest of the storm 
chasers play characters so weak that they would 
have to stack them together to create a single 
flat character. Perhaps you can blame the screen- 
writers or even the director for such pitiful per- 
formances, but as I said before, who cares? The 
twisters in this movie, courtesy of the amazing 
Industrial Light and Magic company, are the 
stars and whenever they hit the screen the lame 
dialogue and poor acting are instantly forgotten. 


In Edmonton, there is a special affinity for tor- 
nadoes. As veterans of the mighty vortex, seeing 
Twister is practically mandatory. And besides, 
guilty pleasures are often the sweetest. + 
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SRARBBSRBRERS 


A C R O S sS 


Species of water bird (5) 

Top of a horse's head (4) 

4840 square yards equals one (4) 
Menacing (7) 

Serviettes (7) 

‘Brief’ film about birds (7) 
Stabbed (6) 


Pear-shaped stringed 
musical instrument (4) 


Strands of metal (4) 

Large spiral shell (5) 

Painted horse or bean (5) 
Penny's worth (4) 

Humanoid Star Trek staffer (4) 
Jumped forward suddenly (6) 
Wooden ball-and-socket joint (7) 
20's design style (3,4) 

Sways wildly (7) 

Back of the neck (4) 

Heron with down-curved bill (4) 


Washed down, 
ie a car or horse (5) 


Puzzle 32 answers will be published 
in the June I5 issue of Our Voice. 
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ON THE LIGHTS? 
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War! 
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Old English for prison (4) 
Conspicuous, distinguished (7) 


Strange and unusual (6) 
Complex carbohydrate food (5) 
Relative of bobcat (4) 

Sheer, light material (7) 

Slowly introduced (5) 

Popeye's favorite veggie (7) 

To cut short (4) 

String, green, French (4) 

To creep along very slowly (4) 
Source of warmth (4) 

To predict (7) 

Continuous, ie a flight (3,4) 
Have questions, seek these (7) 
Used to stiffen shirts (6) 

To gain knowledge (5) 

Killer whales (5) 

To search an area thoroughly (4) 
Employed (4) 
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Alesa’s Imprinting & Balloons 

11618 - 113 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
944-9228 

Atlas Sign & Design Ltd. 

Bay 13, 11706 - 160 Street, Edmonton AB 
1-800-727-2685 or 496-7446 

B.J.L. Painting 

998 Knottwood Road East, Edmonton AB 
461-6251 

Bayview Management (Edm) Ltd. 
2005, 10201 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton AB 
448-0265 

Big Rock 

#2, 10012 - 29A Avenue, Edmonton AB 
438-1946 

Bonnyville Indian-Metis Rehab Centre 
PO. Box 8148, Bonnyville AB 

826-3328 

Boulevard Parking Lot 

Maintenance Alberta Ltd. 

16381 - 130 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
447-1211 

DK W Systems Corporation 

1610 Manulife Place, Edmonton AB 
426-1551 

EBA Engineering Consultants Ltd 
14535 - 118 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
451-2121 

Ed Kusiak Graphic Designer 

954 Donnell Road, Edmonton AB 
440-1998 

Enoch Cree Nation 

Box 29, Enoch AB 

470-4505 

Equitable Life Insurance Co. of Canada 
Suite 800, 600 Spidina Crescent, Saskatoon SK 
1-800-567-5389 

GS Holdings Company Ltd. 

65 South Avenue, Spruce Grove AB 
962-3544 

Gary A Kump & Associates 

905, 10010 - 106 Street, Edmonton AB 
448-0382 

Good Friend Daycare & Nursery Ltd. 
4716 - 118 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
477-2769 

Hi-Rise Electric & Signs Ltd. 

9925 - 56 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
944-1510 

Idlywylde Daycare 

8610 - 81 Street, Edmonton AB 

468-9364 
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10535 - 60 Street, Edmonton AB 
465-2072 

Jacobsen Hage Engineering 

202, 10459 - 178 Street, Edmonton AB 
484-1095 

Jang & Willson Communications 
201, 10357 - 109 Street, Edmonton AB 
448-0804 


Langager Insurance Brokerage 
810, 10055 - 106 Street, Edmonton AB 
421-4477 
Jon Mitchell 
Financial Advisor with 
RBD Dominion Securities 
#2300, 10155 - 102 Street, Edmonton AB 
944-885 | 
Mitchner Allen Auctioneering 
June 08, 1996 
Next Sale of over 1200 Cars, Trucks & RV's 
Hwy 16 West Bevington Road, Edmonton AB 
470-5584 
National Money Mart 
15207 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton AB 
483-2274 
Pax Air Ltd. 
Box 3424, Spruce Grove AB 
963 - 0298 

-R & R Automotive 
33 Evergreen Mobile Home Park, 
Edmonton AB 
472-9959 
R & RYard Maintenance 
12735 - 117 Street, Edmonton AB 
951-1407 
Riverbend Registries 
544 Riverbend Square, Edmonton AB 
437-7355 
Sperry Sun Drilling 
1406 - 5 Street, Nisku AB 
955-7606 
Terra Landscaping Ltd. 
#5, 51528 RR #262. Spruce Grove AB 
470-0748 
Walts Klothes Kloset 
M10, 10060 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton AB 
422-2458 
West End Day Care Society 
9915 - 148 Street, Edmonton AB 
451-5691 
Zipp’s Tattooing 
10150A - 82 Avenue, Edmonton AB 
439-0519 


“ hen I was 16 years old, I was very much 
like my character Silas Crow. He was the 
middle man, and all who knew him 

respected him. Like Silas, | lived life to the fullest and 

had fun doing it,” says Ryan Black, the young actor 
who has made a big splash starring in the television 
series The Rez. Ryan has received nation-wide atten- 
tion, particularly from younger women, after starring 
first in the movie Dance Me Outside and going on to 
the TV series about young people on an Indian 
reserve in Ontario. 


Silas Crow is up to all kinds of hi jinks on the 
show, and Ryan told Our Voice, it wasn’t unlike his 
own youth. “I had the same feelings most kids do, 
my self-imposed feelings of never really fitting in 
anywhere. My parents separated shortly after | 
was born, but growing up, they still remained my 
positive role models.” 
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Ryan got his break in acting four years ago, when 
the need for native actors was high. CBC aired the 
movie Spirit Rider and Ryan’s career began. He went 
on to play Goyahkla in the movie Geronimo and 
appeared in one episode of North of 60. 


Then he got the big part in Dance Me Outside and 
now the TV series. 


“I never really thought it would be possible to 
become an actor, so my sights were set on either 
being a musician or,” he laughs, “a video game pro- 
grammer. I love video games, they are interesting and 
I would love to design my own game.” 


Ryan grew up in Winnipeg,son of a non-status 
Ojibway mother and Trinidadian father. “I look 
native, but there is this other side of my heritage 
that no one knows of and being half Trinidadian, 
I want to explore that part of my life in respect to 
my acting. I only want recognition for the work 


OUR VOICE is a street newspaper, sold on 
‘the street by vendors. Due to demand, 
we offer subscriptions by mail as well. 
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as Frank 
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as the 
outrageous 
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Nanibush. 


I have done, not only because I am native.” 


Ryan says “I never attended any special arts school. 
I had the teachings of high school theatre and work- 
shops I attended around Winnipeg.” As a national star 
he’s now waiting to see what will happen with The 
Rez. “Until CBC decides whether or not they will ĉon- 
tinue the weekly series, I will continue acting. Right 
now I am in a play called Farewell in Winnipeg.” Of 
course Ryan would like to see The Rez go on in the 
fall, but “viewer response” and CBC executives will be 
setting that direction for him. 


Did Dance Me Outside and The Rez have a big 
impact on the native community? “Even though 
it may have appeared that Dance Me Outside was 
about life on a reserve, it was really about the 
strength of women and was done on a universal 
level,” says Ryan. # 
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